Species summary for Mugil cephalus ( Flathead mullet )
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Mugil cephalus Linnaeus, 1758
Family: Mugilidae (Mullets) picture (Mucep_u3.jpg) by Cook, D.C.
Order: Perciformes (perch-
likes)
Class: Actinopterygii (ray-
finned fishes)
FishBase Flathead mullet
name:
Max. size: 120 cm SL (male/

unsexed; Ref. 7399);
max. published weight:
12.0 kg (Ref. 56527);
max. reported age: 16
years

=2 AquaMaps | Point map

Environment: benthopelagic; catadromous (Ref. 51243); freshwater; brackish; marine;
depthrange0—120m

Climate: subtropical; 8 — 24°C; 47°n - 40°s, 143°w - 155°e

Importance:  fisheries: highly commercial; aguaculture: commercial; gamefish: yes,
bait: occasionally

Resilience: Medium, minimum population doubling time 1.4 - 4.4 years (K=0.09-
0.15; tm=2-3; tmax=16; Fec=1.6 million)

Distribution:  Cosmopoalitan in coastal waters of the tropical and subtropical zones of al

Gazetteer seas. Eastern Pacific: California, USA to Chile (Ref. 2850). Western
Atlantic: Nova Scotia, Canadato Brazil (Ref. 7251); Cape Cod to
southern Gulf of Mexico (Ref. 26938); absent in the Bahamas and most of
West Indies and Caribbean (Ref. 7251, 9761). Eastern Atlantic: Bay of
Biscay to South Africa, including the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea
(Ref. 7399). Reported in Sea of Okhotsk (Ref. 50550).

Morphology: Dorsal spines (total): 5 - 5; Dorsal soft rays (total): 7 - 9; Anal spines: 3;
Anal soft rays: 8 — 9. Color olive-green dorsally, sides silvery shading to
white ventrally. Lipsthin. Pectoral fins short (not reaching the first dorsal
fin).

http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785 (1 of 3)2/13/2007 4:48:49 PM

Search



http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/manual/English/FishbaseThe_Species_Table.htm
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/manual/French/FishbaseNomenclature.htm#00358710
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/manual/Portuguese/Nomenclature.htm#The_Species_table
http://64.95.130.5/FishWatcher/checkpassword.cfm?Genus=Mugil&Species=cephalus&vtable=contribution_a
http://64.95.130.5/fishwatcher/url_addform.cfm?speccode=785
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/search.php
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=Spanish
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=Portuguese
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=French
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=German
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=Italian
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=Dutch
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/SpeciesSummary.php?id=785&lang=scChinese
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/MoreLanguages.php?Species=785
http://fishbase.aquanet.de/jump.asp?uid=MjAwNzAyMTMyMjQ4MDY3MS4yMDMuMjUxLjg4MA%3D%3D
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/sponsors.cfm
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Eschmeyer/GeneraSummary.cfm?ID=Mugil
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Eschmeyer/EschPiscesSummary.cfm?ID=785
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Eschmeyer/EschmeyerSummary.cfm?RefNo=2787
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/FamilySummary.cfm?ID=359
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Collaborators/CollaboratorSummary.cfm?ID=313
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.php?ID=785
http://fishbase.sinica.edu.tw/tools/aquamaps/premap2.php?SpecID=Fis-29454&cache=1
http://64.95.130.5/FishWatcher/SpeciesVideoList.cfm?speccode=785
http://fishbase.sinica.edu.tw/tools/AquaMaps/preMap2.php?cache=1&SpecID=Fis-29454
http://fishbase.sinica.edu.tw/Map/OccurrenceMapList.php?id=785&ToMap=
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Summary/OrdersSummary.cfm?order=Perciformes
http://fat-albert.alexandria.ucsb.edu:8827/gazetteer/
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=dorsal fin
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=spine
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=dorsal fin
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=soft ray
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=anal fin
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=spine
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=anal fin
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Glossary/Glossary.cfm?termEnglish=soft ray

Species summary for Mugil cephalus ( Flathead mullet )

Biology

: Coastal species (Ref. 2850, 44894) that often enters estuaries and rivers

(Ref. 2847, 3573, 11230, 44894). Usually in schools over sand or mud
bottom (Ref. 2850) and dense vegetation (Ref. 30578). Mainly diurnal,
feed on zooplankton, benthic organisms and detritus. Adult fish tend to
feed mainly on algae while inhabiting fresh waters (Ref. 28724).
Reproduction takes place in the sea, from July to October (Ref. 30578).
Females spawn 5 to 7 million eggs provided with a notable vitellus.
Sexually mature at 7 to 8 years (Ref. 35237). Widely cultivated in
freshwater ponds in southeast Asia (Ref. 2847). Marketed fresh, dried,
salted, and frozen; roe sold fresh or smoked (Ref. 9321); also used in
Chinese medicine (Ref. 12166). Very important commercial speciesin
many parts of the world (Ref. 26938).

Red List Not in IUCN Red List (Ref. 53964)

Status:

Dangerous: harmless, Honebrink, R.. 1990

Coordinator: Harrison, lan

Main Ref: Harrison, 1.J.. 1995. (Ref. 9321)
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