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Notropis photogenis - (Cope, 1865)  
Silver Shiner  
Unique Identifier: ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.105739  
Element Code: AFCJB28740  
Informal Taxonomy: Animals, Vertebrates - Fishes - Bony Fishes - Minnows and 
Carps 
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© Noel Burkhead & Virginia Dept of Game and Inland Fisheries (Fishes of Virginia)

  

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family Genus

Animalia Craniata Actinopterygii Cypriniformes Cyprinidae Notropis
Genus Size: D - Medium to large genus (21+ species) 

Check this box to expand all report sections: 

Concept Reference 

 
Conservation Status 

 

Distribution 
 

U.S. States and Canadian Provinces
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Endemism: occurs (regularly, as a native taxon) in multiple nations 
 
U.S. & Canada State/Province Distribution 
United 
States 

AL, GA, IN, KY, MD , MI, NC, NY, OH, PA, TN, VA, 
WV 

Canada ON 
 
Range Map 
No map available. 
Global Range Comments: Throughout much of Ohio River basin except western lowlands, south to northern Georgia in Tennessee River drainage. Occupies western 
Lake Erie tributaries and Grand River system, Ontario. Common in east, rare in west (absent in lower Wabash, lower Cumberland, and most of lower Tennessee River 
drainage, uncommon to rare in Lake Erie tributaries (Page and Burr 1991, Lee et al. 1980). 
 

U.S. Distribution by County (based on available natural heritage records) 
State County Name (FIPS Code)
GA Rabun (13241), Towns (13281) 
MI Hillsdale (26059), Washtenaw (26161) 
NY Allegany (36003), Cattaraugus (36009), Chautauqua (36013) 

U.S. Distribution by Watershed (based on available natural heritage records) 
Watershed Region  Watershed Name (Watershed Code)
04 Raisin (04100002), St. Joseph (04100003) 
05 Upper Allegheny (05010001), Conewango (05010002), French (05010004) 
06 Upper Little Tennessee (06010202), Hiwassee (06020002) 

U.S. Distribution by Watershed (based on multiple information sources) 
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Ecology & Life History 
 

Reproduction Comments: Spawns in late spring or early summer in north. Sexually mature usually in 2nd summer in north (Parker and McKee 1983). 

Habitat Type: Freshwater 

Non-Migrant: N 

Locally Migrant: N 

Long Distance Migrant: N 

Riverine Habitat(s): CREEK, High gradient, MEDIUM RIVER, Moderate gradient, Riffle 

Habitat Comments: Rocky runs and riffles of small to large, clear, weedless rivers of moderate to high gradient, usually with a gravel to boulder substrate. 
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Adult Food Habits: Invertivore 

Immature Food Habits: Invertivore 

Food Comments: Apparently eats mainly insect larvae. 

Length: 11 centimeters 

Economic Attributes 

 
Management Summary 

 
Population/Occurrence Delineation 

 
Group Name: SMALL CYPRINIDS 
 
Use Class: Not applicable  
Minimum Criteria for an Occurrence: Occurrences are based on evidence of historical presence, or current and likely recurring presence, at a given location. Such 
evidence minimally includes collection or reliable observation and documentation of one or more individuals (including eggs and larvae) in appropriate habitat.  
Separation Barriers: Dam lacking a suitable fishway; high waterfall; upland habitat. For some species (e.g., slender chub), an impoundment may constitute a barrier. For 
others (e.g., flame chub) a stream larger than 4th order may be a barrier.  
Separation Distance for Unsuitable Habitat: 10 km  
Separation Distance for Suitable Habitat: 10 km  
Separation Justification: Data on dispersal and other movements generally are not available. In some species, individuals may migrate variable distances between 
spawning areas and nonspawning habitats. 
 
Separation distances (in aquatic kilometers) for cyprinids are arbitrary but reflect the presumption that movements and appropriate separation distances generally should 
increase with fish size. Hence small, medium, and large cyprinids, respectively, have increasingly large separation distances. Separation distance reflects the likely low 
probability that two occupied locations separated by less than several kilometers of aquatic habitat would represent truly independent populations over the long term. 
 
Because of the difficulty in defining suitable versus unsuitable habitat, especially with respect to dispersal, and to simplify the delineation of occurrences, a single 
separation distance is used regardless of habitat quality.  
 
Occupied locations that are separated by a gap of 10 km or more of any aquatic habitat that is not known to be occupied represent different occurrences. However, it is 
important to evaluate seasonal changes in habitat to ensure that an occupied habitat occurrence for a particular population does not artificially separate spawning areas 
and nonspawning areas as different occurrences simply because there have been no collections/observations in an intervening area that may exceed the separation 
distance.  
Date: 21Sep2004 
Author: Hammerson, G. 

Population/Occurrence Viability 

 
U.S. Invasive Species Impact Rank (I-Rank) 

 

Authors/Contributors 

Not yet 
assessedNot yet 
assessed

Not yet 
assessedNot yet 
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References 

 
Use Guidelines & Citation 

 
NatureServe

Version 6.1 (9 November, 2006)
Ecological systems data last updated: 
October 6, 2006  
All other data last updated: October 6, 
2006 

assessed
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